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Grey Noise is pleased to announce Stéphanie Saadé’s first solo-exhibition in Dubai. 
 
 
About the exhibition: 
 
In The Shape of Distance, an intricate map is superposed to the map of the exhibition space. Horizontal 
distances are explored, which go back and forth in time and geography, as well as vertical distances, which go 
back and forth between above and below. The works measure, cancel, enhance or materialise these distances. 
Functioning sometimes by analogy, they become real where both directions meet.  
 
A balloon, usually festive and light, is kept on the ground by the weight of the two breaths it contains. A pile of 
flowers dry, exhaling their perfume in the air. A car ornament rises and becomes a floating star. The moon is 
attracted by the charm of gold. Captured, it can be admired, like a small and precious jewel. A piece of sky from 
a childhood photograph is left outside. The blue sky doesn’t betray all that it has witnessed. Will the fragile 
image resist this new exposure? 
 
 
“There comes children with their worlds  
Light as flower bones” 
 
Georges Schehadé, Si tu Rencontres un Ramier, 1951.  
 
 
On an intricate map, arrows are pointing towards the East or the West, the Right or the Left, while others 
indicate the North or the South, the bottom or the top. They intersect. 
 
Some travels are made following horizontal paths. They are measured in geographical or historical distances.  
 
Other travels are made following vertical paths. They are measured in dreams.   
 
What is the distance between dreams? 
 
Gazing at the sky, it appears far. 
But it is inside my eyes. 
And the moon is inside my dream; there, it is of gold. 
 
Stars rise from the earth and settle in the real sky. 
 
Under the sun, the games of childhood take place. 
And dreams are for the night.   
Under the moon, the adult’s melancholic games are played. 
His dreams are of blue sky.  
 
Stéphanie Saadé, 2016 
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About Stéphanie Saadé: 
 
b. 1983, Lebanon / Lives and works between Beirut and Paris 
 
Stéphanie Saadé’s work takes as a departure point the moment when one becomes estranged from his 
surroundings. The artist explores the shape, or the shapes, of distance, and makes them visible, as well as the 
changes in shape of the individual that goes through this estrangement. A process of Artificial Nostalgia is 
developed, through which strange locations, familiar to the artist, are assembled. The nature of links is 
questioned, their persistence or their ephemerality. The created knots and ties form pairs, which never become 
doubles. Single objects are composed from differences brought together. 
 
Saadé graduated in Fine Arts from the École Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts, Paris, France and attended 
a post-graduate program at the China Academy of Arts, Hangzhou, China. She was an artist in residence at the 
Jan van Eyck Academie, Maastricht, The Netherlands (2014/2015), and the Cité Internationale des arts, Paris, 
France (2015). 
 
Her work has been exhibited internationally in galleries and art fairs including Home Works 7, Beirut, Lebanon / 
La Traverse, Centre d’Art Contemporain d’Alfortville, Alfortville, France / MuHKA, Antwerp, Belgium / Marres, 
Maastricht, The Netherlands / Frieze Art Fair, London, UK / Mosaic Rooms, London, UK / Casa Árabe, Madrid, 
Spain / Casa Árabe, Cordoba, Spain / La Conservera, Centro de Arte Contemporaneo, Murcia, Spain / New 
Positions, Art Cologne, Cologne, Germany / Van Eyck, Maastricht, The Netherlands / Le 59e Salon de 
Montrouge, Montrouge, France / Beirut Art Center, Beirut, Lebanon / Beirut Exhibition Center, Beirut, Lebanon / 
A.M. Qattan Foundation, Ramallah, Palestine / Qalandyia International Biennial, Qalandyia, Palestine / Grey 
Noise, Dubai, UAE / Akinci, Amsterdam, The Netherlands / Galerie Anne Barrault, Paris, France. 
 


